MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

down concerning the ninety-nine names of Allah. If this
name cannot be applied to Allah, in spite of the fact that it
is written in the Koran, and handed down in the authentic
Sunnah, then what other names should be applied to him?
Our followers used to wonder at the Basrah Mu'tazilah who
applied names to Allah that were not mentioned in the Koran
and the Sunnah, even if there is analogy for them. Their
wonder increased still more when al-Futi forbade them to
apply to Allah those attributes which were mentioned of
him in the Koran and the Sunnah.

Al-Khaiyat defended al-Futi by saying that Hisham used
to say: " Our sufficiency is in Allah, he is the best to depend
upon [nmtawakkal cdaihi']," in place of "guardian." He
claimed that the word guardian implied someone above
him (to make him guardian). This, however, is a sign of
the ignorance of Hisham and of him who- defended him by
resorting to the meanings of nouns in the language. The
word guardian really means " the one who is sufficient,"
because lie suffices the one under his guardianship in what
is given him to- guard. This is the meaning of his say-
ing, " Our sufficiency is in Allah, and he is the best guar-
dian." And also the meaning of " our sufficiency " is our
adequacy. It is therefore necessary that what follows the
word "best" should agree with the word that precedes it,
as when we say "Allah is our supplier, and he is the best
supplier," we do< not say "Allah is our supplier, and he is
the best forgiven" Besides, Allah said, " He who depends
on Allah, Allah is his sufficiency, il e. his satisfier." Guar-
dian [waklf] may also mean in the Koran " one in charge
of us," "Say I am not in charge of you" (Surah 6, v.
66), i. e. your protector; and the opposite of protector
would be a stupid man. If guardian means protector, and
if Allah is a satisfier and a protector, then we should not
forbid the use of the word guardian among his actual names.

166